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 DAMGAZELA & ANOTHER v THE STATE

The Supreme Court of Appeal (SCA) today dismissed the appeals of the above two appellants against their convictions for rape and sentences of 18 years' imprisonment each. The SCA held that the complainant adduced credible and reliable identification evidence. The SCA also held that the differences between the complainant's oral evidence and her statement can be ascribed to the difficulties in the language spoken by her and the policeman who authored the statement. The court held further that the appellants' evidence had been correctly rejected as false by the trial court.

The sentence of 18 years' imprisonment on each appellant was confirmed. The SCA held that the sentence is not shockingly excessive.

