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MAVIS PEMELLA STEYN v THE STATE

The Supreme Court of Appeal (SCA) today dismissed an appeal by the appellant, Ms Mavis Pemella Steyn, against the sentence imposed by the Regional Court. The appellant had been convicted of forgery, uttering and fraud. She was sentenced to two years imprisonment, conditionally suspended for five years on the forgery and uttering charges and to five years imprisonment in terms of section 276(1)(i) of the Criminal Procedure Act, 51 of 1977, on the fraud charge.

The SCA held that, despite the procedural irregularity and shortcomings in respect of the provisions contained in section 309B(5)(c)(ii) and section 309B(6) of the Criminal Procedure Act, the Court was competent to finalise the matter. It held further that, since the appellant had a similar previous conviction, had not complied with the conditions of suspension in respect of the previous conviction and, having regard to the fact that the appellant had again, as before, abused a position of trust in her employment situation to commit the offence, the appeal had to fail.

The SCA consequently confirmed the sentence imposed by the Regional Court.

