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* * %

The Supreme Court of Appeal today dismissed an appeal against a decision of the
Eastern Cape High Court granting constitutional damages to a disabled person

who had been deprived for her right to a disability grant.

Mrs Kate, a disabled person, applied to the welfare department of the Eastern
Cape provincial government for a disability grant. Although it should have taken
no more than three months to process and award her the grant it took the

department forty months to do so.

Noting that the unreasonable delay in processing the application was endemic in
the Eastern Cape, the SCA held that the delay deprived Mrs Kate of her
constitutional right to social assistance for the period of the delay. It confirmed an
award of damages for the denial of her constitutional right in an amount equivalent

to interest on the moneys that she had been deprived of during the period of delay.



