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Please note that the media summary is intended for the benefit of the media and does not form part of the judgment of the Supreme Court of Appeal
C R H HARTLEY v PYRAMID FREIGHT (PTY) LTD t/a SUN COURIERS
1.
The SCA today reaffirmed the principle that a person who enters into a contract, indifferent as to the terms it contains, is bound even though he believed they would not operate as harshly as they did.

2.
The appellant, Mr Hartley, entered into a contract with Sun Couriers for travellers’ cheques worth US $16 000 to be conveyed from Polokwane to the Jersey Islands. Sun Couriers lost the travellers’ cheques and Mr Hartley sued for their value. Mr Hartley knew that the contract with Sun Couriers would contain standard terms and conditions but he did not bother to read them. One of the clauses excluded all liability on the part of Sun Couriers for loss of travellers’ cheques. The SCA held that Mr Hartley’s belief that Sun Couriers would be liable to compensate him if the travellers’ cheques were lost, was not reasonable and accordingly upheld Sun Couriers’ defence based on the exclusionary clause.

--ends--
