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LawCite Help Guide/Overview 
LawCite is one of the features of SAFLII’s online research facility and is an 
immensely helpful tool for legal practitioners, as well as researchers and students of 
law. It is an automatically-generated database that allows you to see all the 
instances where a certain case has been referred to and discussed in other cases, in 
law reform reports and in journal articles (both locally and abroad). It also shows all 
of the other cases, legislation and articles that were cited in the case itself. Thus, 
LawCite allows you to see a picture of all the connections that the case has to the 
rest of South African jurisprudence, as well as foreign jurisprudence, which can be 
essential when you want to use the case as legal authority.  

LawCite can also be used in relation to law journal articles contained in SAFLII’s 
databases. It shows a complete record of the cases, law reform reports, and other 
law journal articles that refer to an article, as well as the legislation, cases and other 
articles referred to in the article itself. 

LawCite is a project of AustLII in collaboration with other legal information institutes 
(LIIs) across the globe that are members of the Free Access to Law Movement. It is 
updated automatically on a continuous basis and, like all the other features of 
SAFLII, LawCite is free to access for private use. 

 

Using LawCite to research a resource 

To see how a resource is connected to other legal resources, simply click the 
LawCite link at the top of the case/journal article to access the LawCite record.  
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At the top of the page, you will see the name of the case/journal article followed by a 
flag representing its country of origin and its LawCite citation index, which consists of 
two elements: 

• a number representing the total number of other cases, law reform reports 
and journal articles that refer to the resource; and 

• a number of stars (out of 5) indicating the popularity of the resource, based on 
the number of other resources that refer to it. 

 

 

The rest of the page features a number of tables. These are as follows: 

 

• Cases Referring to this Case/Journal Article:

 
 
In this table, you can find an automatically generated list of cases that refer to 
the resource. For each of these cases, the table contains the following:  

o the name of the case,  
o the parallel citations of the case,  
o the court in which it was handed down,  
o the country of origin,  
o the date when the case was decided,  
o a link to the full text of the case (if it is available for free) or the name of 

a commercial legal repository where it can be found, e.g. LexisNexis (if 
it is not available for free),  

o the flag of the country of origin, and 
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o the LawCite citation index for the case, which shows the number of 
other cases, law reform reports AND journal articles referring to the 
case, followed by a number of stars indicating its popularity. 

NOTE: If you want to see the LawCite record for any of the cases/articles 
listed in this table, simply click its title. 

 
 

• Law Reform Reports Referring to this Case/Journal Article:  

 
In this table, you can find a list of law reform reports, including discussion and 
consultation papers, that discuss the resource. For each report, the table 
contains: 

o the title of the report, 
o the citation of the report, 
o the law reform commission that authored the report, 
o the report’s country of origin, 
o the date of publication, 
o a link to the full text of the report (if it is available for free) or the name 

of a commercial legal repository where it can be found, e.g. LexisNexis 
(if it is not available for free), 

o the flag of the report’s country of origin, and 
o the LawCite citation index for the report, which shows the number of 

cases, law reform reports and other journal articles that refer to the 
article, followed by a number of stars indicating its popularity. 
 
 

• Law Journal Articles Referring to this Case/Journal Article:  

 
In this table, you can find a list of law journal articles that refer to the resource. 
For each article, the table contains: 

o the title of the article, 
o the citation of the article, 
o the name of the author of the article, 
o the journal’s country of origin, 
o the date when the article was published, 
o a link to the full text of the article (if it is available for free) or the name 

of a commercial legal repository where it can be found, e.g. LexisNexis 
(if it is not available for free), 

o the flag of the journal’s country of origin, and 
o the LawCite citation index for the article, which shows the number of 

cases, law reform reports and other journal articles that refer to the 
article, followed by a number of stars indicating its popularity. 
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• Legislation Cited:  

 
In this table, you can find a list of legislation that was referred to in the 
case/journal article. This table contains: 

o the name of each statute, and 
o the number(s) of the provision(s) referred to. 

 
 

• Cases and Articles Cited:  

 
In this table, you can find a list of the cases and journal articles that were 
referred to in the case/journal article. This table contains:  

o the name of the case or article, 
o the citation of the case or article, 
o the court in which the case was decided or the journal in which the 

article appears, 
o the case or journal’s country of origin, 
o the date when the case was decided or the date when the article was 

published, 
o a link to the full text of the case or article (if it is available for free) or the 

name of a commercial legal repository where it can be found, e.g. 
LexisNexis (if it is not available for free), 

o the flag of the case or journal’s country of origin, and 
o the Law Cite citation index for the case or article, followed by a number 

of stars indicating its popularity. 


