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The Appellant was convicted of murder contrary to section 

207 of the Penal Code. 

The learned trial judge found that the Appellant had, 

in the course of a drinking party, attacked the deceased with 

his fists for no apparent reason. In the course of the attack 

he drew out a knife and stabbed the deceased on the left side 

of the neck, causing a wound from which the deceased died 

shortly afterwards. 

The learned judge found extenuating circumstances in 

the youthful age of the Appellant, 23 years at the time of 
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the commission of the offence and the fact that he had been 

drinking. He was sentenced to seven years imprisonment. 

He now appeals to this Court against the sentence. Killings 

of this nature are common in Botswana and it is very unfortunate 

that it seems often to be the custom to carry knives at drinking 

parties. 

The sentence does not come to me with any sense of shock 

and I would dismiss the appeal. 
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