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In the matter of:-

REAMORATA NTHEBOLANG _ _ . | . appellanc
vE .
THE STATE . . . Respondent

The Appellant in ﬁerson
Ms. P. Solomon for the Resgpndent

RULING

Coram: T. A. AGUDA, JA. ° - B
B. A. DOYLE, Ja.
W,H.,R. SCHREINER, Ja,

SCHREINER JA:

The accused in this case was convicted by a magistrate .
at Lobatse for the offence of assisting in the disposal |
of stolen property, which he had reason to believe wvas
stolen. The original charge was burglary and evidence
was led that a disco machine had been stolen from a dwelling
house and sold by the appellant a month later to third
persons.

The accused was prﬁved to have soid the disco machine
to a person in the neighbourhood. Bécauéé a fairly lengthy
pericd of time had passed betweén the buréiary and the
time ©0f the sale, it was safer for the magistrate to find
him guiltfty on the lesser chargeiof rEfeiving sto1en property
rather than of the actual burglary. That the property

which was sold was stolen property admits of no doubt.



The guestion therefore is: are there reasonabie
‘ngUndé for goldiné-fﬁafJﬁe did not know that -the dico
machinehwas stolen? He told the story concerning Jchnson
-aﬁd.Patrick:;ho wvere from Mafeking and who sold the digco
machine to ﬁim. He_did not ask them for an explanation
as_t6 whére the macﬁine came from. He said it was sold
for P3,000 and he paid part of rthe money for which he did
not receive any receipt, He did not know their residential
address., He said that he had no reason to believe that
;hg machine was stolen. The magistrate rejected this as
being in the highest degree improbable. His view was
supported by the learned Chief Justice who found that
the appeal was without merit.

We have no reason to disagree with the decision of
the court below and we are of the view that there is no
reasonable prospect of success and that the application

for leave to appeal should be refused.

W.H.R. SCHREINER
Judge of Appeal
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I dgree T AL AGUDA
R ; Judge pf ﬂ{Feal
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GIVEN AT LOBATSE THIS =5 DAY OF ¥O¥EMBER, 1080,



